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The Demand for Pakistan - Lahore March 23 1940  
 

Editor’s note: The All India Muslim League met in Lahore in March 1940. The League adopted a resolution that has 
become known as the Lahore Resolution. March 23, the date on which this Resolution was adopted, is celebrated in 
Pakistan every year. The resolution was moved in the general session by A.K. Fazlul Huq, the chief minister of 
undivided Bengal, and was seconded by Choudhury Khaliquzzaman, a leader from what was United Provinces (now 
Uttar Pradesh). The full, unedited text of the resolution is reproduced below. 

A silent black-and-white video is available here. 

While approving and endorsing the 

action taken by the Council and the 

Working Committee of the All India 

Muslim League, as indicated in their 

resolutions dated the 27th of August, 

17th & 18th of September and 22nd of 

October, 1939, and the 3rd of February, 

1940 on the constitutional issue, this 

session of the All India Muslim League 

emphatically reiterates that the scheme 

of federation embodied in the 

Government of India Act 1935 is totally 

unsuited to, and unworkable in the 

peculiar conditions of this country and 

is altogether unacceptable to Muslim 

India.   

It further records its emphatic view that 

while the declaration dated the 18th of 

October, 1939 made by the Viceroy on 

behalf of His Majesty's Government is 

reassuring in so far as it declares that 

the policy and plan on which the Government of India Act, 1935, is based will be reconsidered in 

consultation with various parties, interests and communities in India, Muslims in India will not be 

satisfied unless the whole constitutional plan is reconsidered de novo and that no revised plan would be 

acceptable to Muslims unless it is framed with their 

approval and consent.   

Resolved that it is the considered view of this Session 

of the All India Muslim League that no constitutional 

plan would be workable in this country or acceptable to 

the Muslims unless it is designed on the following basic 

principles, viz., that geographically contiguous units are 

demarcated into regions which should be constituted, 

with such territorial readjustments as may be necessary 

that the areas in which the Muslims are numerically in 

a majority as in the North Western and Eastern Zones 

of (British) India should be grouped to constitute 

‘independent states’ in which the constituent units 

should be autonomous and sovereign.   

That adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards 

should be specifically provided in the constitution for minorities in these units and in the regions for the 

 

Choudhury Khaliquzzaman seconding the Lahore 
resolution with Jinnah chairing the session. 

 

 

Nawab Sir Shah Nawaz Mamdot presenting address of welcome at 
the All-India Muslim League session, March 1940, with Jinnah at the 
left. 
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protection of their religious, cultural, economic, political, administrative and other rights and interests in 

consultation with them and in other parts of India where the Muslims are in a minority adequate, effective 

and mandatory safeguards shall be specifically provided in the constitution for them and other minorities 

for the protection of their religious, cultural, economic, political, administrative and other rights and 

interests in consultation with them.   

The Session further authorizes the Working Committee to frame a scheme of constitution in accordance 

with these basic principles, providing for the assumption finally by the respective regions of all powers 

such as defense, external affairs, communications, customs, and such other matters as may be 

necessary. 
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The All India Muslim League Working Committee, Lahore session, March 1940. 
Jinnah in the centre, fourth from the left. 


